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Dear Contractors,
I wanted to update everyone on what is happening in the Building Inspection Department. We have
recently adopted the 2018 codes and I wanted to send a letter out to our contractors concerning the new
code adoption. When I was hired on, it was a goal of ours to adopt the new codes in order to be more
consistent with surrounding communities as well as the State of Kansas. In the early months, my job
was to research the new 2018 codes and come up with the significant changes compared to our current
2006 code. At that time, I compiled a PowerPoint presentation and we called a joint meeting between
our Building Board of Examiners & Appeals and our BOCTEA (Board of Construction, Trades,
Examiners and Appeals) Board to discuss the possibility of updating to the new codes.
Our Building Board and BOCTEA Board met on October 25, 2019 and I gave a presentation over the
significant changes which I felt were pertinent to our area. At that time, the decision was made to meet
again on January 10, 2020. This time was given to allow Board members time to review the new codes
and come back with thoughts and/or recommendations on how to proceed. Both boards voted on
January 10, 2020 to recommend the adoption of the proposed codes to the Great Bend City Council.
The City Council then met on March 2, 2020 and voted to adopt the new codes. To be quite honest,
there are not many changes that will affect construction in our community. The biggest changes that we
will see are from the 2018 International Residential Code and the 2017 National Electric Code. I will
highlight these changes from my PowerPoint to bring everyone up to speed. Therefore, the new codes
that have been adopted are:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2018 International Building Code
2018 International Residential Code
2018 International Fire Code
2018 International Existing Building Code
2018 Uniform Plumbing Code
2018 Uniform Mechanical Code
2017 National Electrical Code

From the 2018 International Residential Code Section R302.13:
R302.13 – Fire protection of floors. Floor assemblies that are not required elsewhere in this
code to be fire-resistance rated, shall be provided with a ½” gypsum wallboard membrane, 5/8”
wood structural panel membrane, or equivalent on the underside of the floor framing member.
Penetrations or openings for ducts, vents, electrical outlets, lighting, devices, luminaires, wires,
speakers, drainage, piping and similar openings or penetrations shall be permitted.
Exceptions:
1. Floor assemblies located directly over a space protected by an automatic sprinkler
system in accordance with Section P2904, NFPA 13D, or other approved equivalent
sprinkler system.
2. Floor assemblies located directly over a crawl space not intended for storage or for the
installation of fuel-fired or electric-powered heating appliances.
3. Portions of floor assemblies shall be permitted to be unprotected where complying with
the following:
a. 3.1. The aggregate area of the unprotected portions does not exceed 80 square
feet per story.
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b. 3.2. Fireblocking in accordance with Section 302.11.1 is installed along the
perimeter of the unprotected portion to separate the unprotected portion from the
remainder of the floor assembly.
4. Wood floor assemblies using dimensional lumber or structural composite lumber equal to
or greater than 2x10 nominal dimension, or other approved floor assemblies
demonstrating equivalent fire performance.
This code change will impact NEW CONSTRUCTION ONLY. Specifically, it will affect 2x4 open
web trusses and TJI joists. The density of these materials in a fire situation will fail in 1/3 of the
time that 2x10 or larger dimensional lumber or structural composite lumber will. This code change
will add a small amount of costs to residential construction computing to approximately $1/SF where
the basement is sheet rocked and the seams and butt joints are NOT fire-tapped. Roughly 1% of the
cost for a new construction residential dwelling would allow the occupants of the home more time to
exit the dwelling in the case of fire and this will also protect emergency responders when entering
the residence.
The next significant code change I want to touch on is concerning Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters.
Currently, in the 2017 National Electric Code, per 210.12, AFCIs are required in kitchens, family
rooms, dining rooms, living rooms, bedrooms, hallways, laundry areas, etc. With the current
technology and “nuisance tripping”, we have amended this section to read as follows: Dwelling unit
bedrooms, sleeping rooms, guest rooms and dormitories. All branch circuits that supply 120 volt,
single-phase, 15 and 20 ampere receptacle outlets installed in dwelling unit bedrooms, sleeping
rooms, guest rooms and dormitories shall be protected by an arc-fault circuit interrupter(s) of the
combination type. All other locations are NOT required. Currently, in the 2005 NEC, AFCIs are
only required in bedrooms and that is how we will continue to enforce the code.
I have made the presentation I put together for our Building Board, BOCTEA and City Council
meetings available on our website at greatbendks.net under the Building Inspections Department that
way everyone has access to see the significant changes. My presentation is by no means a complete
list of all the changes in the code adoption. It will be up to each respective trade to do their own
research as well as myself doing more research to be fully aware and compliant with all the changes.
The new codes will be in effect starting September 1, 2020. Any projects that have started before
this date or are in the planning/design phase (commercial) before this date will be allowed to
continue planning and building following the codes that are currently in place. In the future, I plan
to be more consistent on adopting updated codes instead of waiting such long periods of time. I
hope to get on a 6-year cycle, so we are adopting the current codes at the time all reviews have been
completed for that code cycle. In doing so, it won’t be such a drastic jump to try and catch up on
changes that have been made.
On another note, we will soon be implementing online permitting and online payments through a
new portal called Citizen Connect. We hope to have this up and running in the next month or so.
The new portal will tie directly into the current permit management software we utilize, and it will
make it easier and more convenient for contractors and citizens to complete permit applications. For
some of the basic permits, you will be able to pay for the permit at the time of application. Other
permits requiring more information will be reviewed by our office and once approved a payment
link will be sent to the applicant via email. All permits will still be issued by our office and once
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applicants have received the issued permit they may begin work on their project. Please note that
payment for simple permits does not mean that the permit has been issued and work may begin.
Finally, we are changing the format of our licensing and permit applications in the hopes of making
them more user friendly. We have added a separate roofing permit and some applications are
requiring different information to be provided. Please make sure to carefully review the applications
when you are completing them to make sure that the necessary information is being provided. You
will start seeing these applications in the coming weeks.
All of this information will be included at our license renewal time in May as well. If you have any
questions in the meantime, please let us know by emailing me at lburns@greatbendks.net or by
calling (620)793-4106. Thank you and stay safe out there!

________________________
Logan Burns
Building Official
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